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Mr Chris White

Vice-Principal (Property & Campus Services)
631 Swanston Street

The University of Melbourne

Victoria 3010

Dear Mr White
Consultation Draft Parkville Master Plan 2008

The Carlton Residents Association (CRA) congratislahe University of Melbourne on the philosophy
underlying the 2008 Master Plan:

0 to conserve important historic buildings and heetéandscape areas (p14)

value the urban squares and Victorian streetsaapfesuth Carlton (p20)

recognise existing cultural heritage and urbangihegalues (p28)

control the height and mass of buildings (p28)

to redevelop the over-built areas such as thelArigling which severely blights the corner of
Swanston and Grattan Sts (p32)

(el elNoleo]

However CRA is alarmed to learn the Master Plahagihtinue long-term University policy of expansion
off-campus into historic Carlton. The Universityshan appalling record in its dealings with Victoriera
heritage buildings, squares and street-scapegetithdisregard for heritage, height, mass and émen

Far from “carefully merging into the surroundingegttscape” (p2), University expansion has ravaged
Carlton. Recent experience includes the ‘Melbouunasersity Private’ fiasco on historic University
Square, which undermined the Square’s entire lyeriséreetscape. A number of Victorian terrace house
were razed and others reduced to facades. Comnaatign and vigorous protest, including by senior
University staff, failed to stem the destructioleThorthern half of the square, earlier site of\tlatoria
Bowling Club, is now a bare, paved roof of an ugdeund car park, dominated by exhaust stacks. What
remains of University Square and Lincoln Squarecdssl in the Master Plan “as key focal pointstfo
further development of the campus in South Carl{pr22).

University Square (N-W corner): terrace houses wimolished for the multilevel
Alan Gilbert Building. Remaining terrace houses faeades only.



University Square (Northern end): a concrete wastdldominated by tall buildings
(once site of the historic Victoria Bowling Club)

The Master Plan cites “minor incursions across SianStreet, along Elgin and Faraday Streets, avith
major car parking facility underground in Cardigaty beneath the privately operated College Square
housing development” (p39).

Another University of Melbourngninor incursion across Swanston Stp39).
‘College Square on Swanston’ student housing dpwent (cr Faraday and Cardigan Sts).
Terrace houses (now restored) were saved by thkodbarommunity at VCAT

‘College Square on Swanston’ is situated on thedfa$recinct opposite the University’s proposed
“ceremonial entrance befitting [the University'shture” (p36). The University acquired the Preciomer

a fifty year period. A planning overlay for the higise monstrosity was granted in total disregdrd o
community objections. The University employed ahhigofile legal team against CRA, the City of
Melbourne and National Trust (Victoria) in a sixekebattle at VCAT in 2003. Established heritage,
height and amenity overlays were overturned toefdinés high-rise student housing ghetto on Carlton.
Three Professors of Architecture (Profs. Dovey, @uhe late George Tibbits) were pro-bono witngesse
for CRA. Concessions gained at VCAT saved the ¢erfouses, which were later sold for restoration.
CRA argued at the time the Precinct should have betained for University purposes.

Sold to hundreds of strata title owners, Collegaede is a blight on the pedestrian entrance ta@arl
including from the University. This 36m high buihdj (11 storey) is a daily reminder to the thousamls
pass or use the tram stop on Swanston St. It d¥esphe University riding rough-shod over thengeal
10.5m (2 storey) height overlay which generallylegspthroughout Carlton. Ironically, the building
overshadows the University’s proposed new cerenheniaance.
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Melbourne University is aware of the detrimentapant on the Carlton community of its large scale
student housing projects and other infrastructereebpments. CRA regards the student populati@nas
important component of the Carlton community. We mindful that many international students residing
in purpose built student housing are neglectedsagdably exploited. For the most part these
establishments, unlike the University Collegesndbcater for students social needs nor facilitfaddr
integration into our community.

Earth Sciences Building (cr Swanston and Elgin Sts)
Historic terraces in Elgin St were demolished and heritageesscape destroyed
in the 1970’s and replaced by the unsightly E&tences building.

Carlton residents are appalled that the Univefsitys to acquire the former Women’s Hospital site”
immediately adjacent to College Square, includiagltGn’s first primary school: the historic and mo
Kathleen Syme Centre, cr Faraday and CardigarT Bis.despite discussions and correspondence between
CRA and the University where we clearly stated ©Gait dire need for a long sought Community Cehtre
Library. Unlike other communities, Carlton has nidjic space / town hall for our diverse residemtugs,
including tertiary students, swelling numbers d@éinational students, traders, the many thousaids o
workers who commute daily and visitors who areaattgd by the heritage and culture of the area. R& C

has long argued, a centrally located Community @entll facilitate integrated activities — develagi/

building / sustaining community / creating well-bgi It will be space where &larlton can develop and

be community.

Transforming the KSC into a community facility wdwssist in maintaining Carlton’s social fabric and
help integrate the various alienated groups liwingur midst. In good faith, the CRA correspondéathw
Vice-Chancellor Prof. Glyn Davis and the Universitguncil (attached), confirming our aspiration to
acquire the Kathleen Syme Centre for community Tike.City of Melbourne is actively seeking to
purchase the building for Carlton. We urge the l@rsity to reflect on its obligations as a good cogpe
citizen and recognise community priority for loregh use of the entire KSC building.

The proposed Master Plan must take account ofdlmmunity in which the University operates, espégial
in its off-campus incursions into historic Carltdie expect nothing less from “a public-spiritectitusion”

(pS0).

Yours sincerely

Carlton Residents Assn Inc

cc. Prof Glyn Davis, Vice-Chancellor
Mr lan Renard, Chancellor
University of Melbourne Council
Lord Mayor and Councillors, City of Melbourne
Ms Lesley Boston, Convocation Committee



